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6:30-6:45PM:    Opening Remarks 
6:45-7:15PM:  Guest Speaker: M. Anis Ahmed, Bangla Service, Voice of America. 

Topic: Growth & Evolution of Language Movement in Bangladesh (please see 
abstract below) 

 
7:15-8:30PM:   “DHROOPOD” (Classic), Washington DC, Presents ‘Beyond  

Borders’. History of Language Movement in Lyrics (composition of music, 
recitation, and slide show)  
 
Growth & Evolution of Language Movement in Bangladesh 

 
Abstract 

This lecture will briefly focus on the fact how language played a predominant role in a country, which paradoxically came into 
being apparently on the basis of the big religious divide in the Indian sub-continent. The post colonial scenario in the then East 
Bengal quickly changed into a critical question of identity based on Bengali language gradually evolving into an essential factor of 
nationalism, culminating in the birth of a new nation state. The language movement in the erstwhile East Bengal which was 
philosophically opposed to the religious divide took a secular and a comprehensive role hitting hard at the very root of the so-called 
Pakistani nationalism which eventually had to give away its imposed claims on the Bengali populace whose votes had once helped 
in the partition of India.  


